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while the English have been exposed to the discipline of
life under this gradually modernised regime the German
population has been gathering more and sterner experience
of the ancient line.
Here, again, to avoid possible misapprehension, it seems
necessary to enter the caution that in so pointing a contrast
between the experience, and therefore the resulting habitua-
tion, that has fallen to the share of the two contrasted peo-
ples, no invidious comparison is intended. Except as rated
for some specified purpose, on some conventionally agreed
basis of merit or expediency, it does not follow that the
one is better or worse than the other j the whole point
sought to be exhibited is that ccthere is a discrepancy there."
Of course, seen from the point of view of the modern Occi-
dental culture, as it runs in the advanced industrial coun-
tries, this discrepancy will have to be rated as an arrested
spiritual development on the German side of the compari-
son 5 nothing in the way of atrophy or of heritable defect,
of course, but simply an habitual bent at variance with the
ideals, aims and animus of latterday civilised mankind, as
seen among those peoples that have drifted farthest from
medievalism; it is not a trait of human nature in the sub-
stantial sense, but only the second nature of habit and tradi-
tion. Such farther drift from the holding-ground of the
mediaeval mind will be rated as gain or loss, of course, very
much according as one may have the grace to see it 5 so that
it resolves itself into a question of taste, concerning which
there is no disputing.
Modern writers who have handled this segment of Eng-
lish history from a large and genial outlook are apt to look